THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
Percies. He had to scheme and flatter the Estates of the
Realm, and his dynasty would later fall so low as to lean upon
those bastard half-brothers and -sisters of Henry's, the
Beauforts.
The Rebellions.   In the very first days of that very first
year, 1400, a sharp rising against the new King had to be met
and settled.   It was not so serious as to threaten his power,
but it was a symptom of what men were feeling, for those who
had rebelled were among those who had been his supporters in
his usurpation.   Five of the original Lords Appellant, as the
rebels had called themselves, plotted to capture the King, and
would have done so had he not been warned in time and left
Windsor for London.   But the serious trial of strength was
that which opened with the rebellion of the Percies.   There
was a persistent rumour that Richard was still alive and in
Scotland, and the Percies, in September 1402, had won in
support of the new dynasty a victory over the Scots at Hoinildon
Hill.    The  incident rather strengthened  the  Percies  than
Henry, who was also doing badly in Wales, where Glendower
was calling himself King and had captured the castle of Conway.
Edmund Mortimer, the uncle and guardian of the true heir,
the little Earl of March, had the task of holding the borders of
Wales.    Glendower captured him, but  Mortimer was the
brother-in-law of Henry Percy, known as Hotspur, the son of
the Earl of Northumberland; and the Percies as a whole, the
great family of the North who more than anyone else had put
Henry IV on the throne (and who had borne the naked sword,
which appeared as a novel symbol of claim by force at the
coronation), were prepared to blackmail the man whom they
had set up.
They demanded moneys for the ransom of Mortimer, and
large sums for their expenses in the Scottish fighting, and in
the summer of 1403 Hotspur, Henry Percy, made open war.
He marched down towards North Wales, with the object of
joining Glendower and attacking the new King, and he declared
that if Richard was still alive it was his object to restore him,
and if not to put the little Earl of March upon the throne.
Henry was in the Midlands on his way to Scotland when he
heard the news that Percy had started marching south four
days before; he marched west immediately, raising levies as
he went, and the two armies, each of about 14,000 men, raced
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